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Tin Can Planter
If you've got a surplus of
cans in the recycling bin, this
is an easy way to put them
to use around the house!

Directions...
Start with a clean, empty tin
can. Remove label and scour
with steel wool if rust visible

Materials

Drill a few holes in the
bottom of the can to allow
for drainage

Tin can

Decorate now, if doing so

Drill with bit
Soil
Seeds or established plant
Paint or other decorations
(optional)

Fill with soil, seeds or
established plant.
Place your planter in the
best location for the sun
requirements of your plant

Vinegar Cleaner
Materials

Clean jar
White distilled vinegar
Citrus peels
Empty spray bottle

Directions...
If you've got lemons,
oranges, or any citrus fruit
and some vinegar around
your house this is an easy
cleaner to make!
Simply gather up a clean jar,
white distilled vinegar, and
your citrus of choice
Peel the citrus, put the peels
in a clean jar, cover with
vinegar and let sit for
about two weeks
After two weeks, combine
equal parts cleaner and
water in a spray bottle and
you are ready to use your
new cleaner!

*vinegar is antiseptic,
antiparasitic, and antifungal, no
evidence on killing coronavirus*

Green Onion Farm
Materials

Green onion ends
Small bowl or similar
container
Water

Directions...
When cutting green onions
for a recipe, leave an inch at
the end where the root is
Simply place this end in
water, put in a sunny window
and watch your green onions
regrow!
Continue to cut the green
growth off to use in your
favorite recipes
Replenish your dish with
water as needed

*This method can be applied to other vegetables
as well! Think about things like romaine lettuce,
celery, etc*

Vegetable Stock
Materials

Scrap vegetables
Water
Pot with lid
Directions...
Before composting or tossing your vegetable
scraps, you can easily get an extra use out of
them with this vegetable scrap stock!
Over time, save scraps of vegetables in a
container in the freezer, and when you gather
enough, throw in a pot with enough water to
cover
Cover with a lid, bring to a boil, reduce to
simmer for 20 minutes to an hour. Once
cooled, strain the stock
You can use immediately, store in the
refrigerator, and put in the freezer to use in
the future!

Some vegetables that make good
additions to the stock are garlic,
onion, carrots, mushrooms,
peppers, corn cobs, herbs, but the
list goes on and on! Making stock
also allows you to use all parts of
the vegetable!

Reusable Cup
Materials

Rubber bands
Clean jar with a lid

If the jar you want to use has
a stubborn residue, simply
mix equal parts baking soda
and oil, rub on the residue
and let sit for 30 minutes to
an hour. Once it sits, you will
be able to rub the residue off
and wash the jar to use!

Creating a big batch of this
paste and storing it for jars in
the future is also a great time
saver!

Directions...
Gather your supplies; a clean
jar with a lid preferably and
rubber bands (great way to
use rubber bands from
produce)
Simply begin wrapping the
rubber bands around your
glass jar, this will create an
insulating layer to protect your
hands from the hot or cold
beverage

What are some of the challenges you have
had implementing the goals
of your program?
There are some common misunderstandings when it comes to
recycling. For example, the lids on
recyclable bottles and jars are often made of non-recyclable materials,
so lids
should be removed. Any residual
liquid or food should be cleaned out prior to putting in the recycle bin.
Also paper and cardboard should be “clean”:
no grease or excessive tape, etc. Clean
items have better odds to not go to the landfill.
Right now, with the COVID-19 going around, there are new
challenges. For one, we aren’t picking
up recyclables at the moment. This was a
call we made as a group to help keep our employees safe. It may be
tough to know when we can
resume. In the meantime, we hope our dependable
recyclers will continue to do their part.

Tidy bin

Messy bin

What initiatives do you have that the
public could get involved in?
Well I hope, due to this COVID-19, as people see their recyclables
piling up, they also rethink their purchases and consumption. Are
these items really necessary? And, as they pile up, maybe people
will
understand better how really important it is to clean your
recyclables, because
you never know who will handle them next, and the longer they sit,
the more
they may attract ants or other unwanted pests.

What is one simple step you would give the
public to make their daily
lives more environmentally friendly?
I can give three: “Reduce, Reuse, and
Recycle”. Reduce what you buy, Reuse
what you have, and if it has done all that it can do, please recycle.

Always keep a reusable
container and cup in your car!
That way if you find yourself in
need of taking something to go,
you're always prepared! Also, a
lot of places are more than
happy to stick something in a
reusable rather than use their
single-use containers. *Due to
the Coronavirus concerns,
some establishments may not
be accepting reusables*

Borrowing!

Think you'll only need
something once? Try borrowing
from a friend, neighbor, or
reach out to others in the
community on forms such as
social media. This reduces the
amount of things that need to
be produced and saves you
money!

Podcasts

Cabin fever?

Check out some of the virtual national park tours
offered!
Yosemite offers an interactive virtual tour, the
parks service offers tours of Hawai'i Volcanoes
National Park, Bryce Canyon National
Park, Carlsbad Caverns, Dry Tortugas, and Kenai
Fjords and google earth offers "visits" to 31
national parks

Hope in the garden
Ear snacks
Tumble science-the power of pika
scientists
Cool facts about animals
Wild ideas-plastic pollution (adult
audience)

Plant Starting Guide

Getting the kids
involved

Wood Smoke Activity Book
Children can read the story
about best burning practices,
color the pictures, and do the
activities included in this activity
book.
Grades K-5

Recycle City
Explore Recycle City to learn how its residents
reduce waste, use less energy, and even save
money by doing simple things at home, at
work, and in their neighborhoods
All ages

Water Sense Resources
Did you know that less than 1% of all the water on Earth
can be used by people? The rest is salt water (the kind you
find in the ocean) or is permanently frozen and we can't
drink it, wash with it, or use it to water plants.
As our population grows, more and more people are using
up this limited resource. Therefore, it is important that we
use our water wisely and not waste it
Grades K-8

