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Winter air quality and weather 
 

Winter air quality in the Owens Valley, often calm in between storms, can be worlds apart from summer 

time, when wild fires and humid, unstable conditions can dominate. Wind events that raise the particulate 

concentrations enough to exceed the Tribal 24-hr standard of 50 ug/m3 can of course occur year round. This 

winter, on 12/15/16, the arrival of a storm front brought wind gusts over 50 mph at the Tribal weather station, 

and a high hourly concentration of 388 ug/m3, resulting in a high 24-hr average of 52 ug/m3. 

During January, an atmospheric river (see below) delivered many hours of precipitation to widespread ar-

eas on the west coast. Various parts of the Owens Valley received anywhere from 1 to 4 inches. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter archive—Did you know? 
 

You can find archived Air newsletters online, complete with all pictures 

and info, at the EMO website’s Air library. Visit http://

www.bishoptribeemo.com/index_air.htm and select the Library tab on the 

left. Currently 22 newsletters are available. Left: screenshot of archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


